What other Religions Believe

UNDERSTANDING MORMONS

- Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-Day Saints

Ice Breaker

Game/activity

*Caution this study should not be done in order to persuade a Mormon visitor in your LG to believe in Jesus.

Some Questions...

Q How many of you have friends that go to a Mormon church?
Q How much do you know about their church?
Q How would Jesus act around people of other religions? Would He be friends with them?

Lets look at what they believe so we can understand where they’re coming from and how we can share the Gospel message
with them. Discuss with each other how we may share some similarities and what the many differences are.

o Founder —Joseph Smith. This man was always in trouble with the law as he had 27 wives. He was murdered in 1844
along with his brother. The sect was then taken over by Brigham Young who had 25 wives and when he died in 1877,
he had 140,000 followers.

o Bible equivalent — the Book of Mormon, believed by Mormons to be more correct than the Bible. Based on teaching
from Joseph Smith, who after publishing the book, had more revelations that somewhat changed the theology of
Mormons.

o What Mormons Believe —

= A group of people sailed from Egypt to America in 428 B.C. and were overcome by a group of people in New
York. They were then cursed with dark skin and became the American Indians as we know it. Apparently the
leader of this people group, called Mormon, supposedly had a visitation from Christ after his resurrection, in
which he was taught about communion, baptism and the priesthood. Mormon wrote all this on golden
plates which he buried and later appeared to Joseph Smith as an angel and told him where to find the
plates. They were then translated into the book of Mormon using a pair of magical glasses.

= Adam did the human race a favour when he sinned in the garden of Eden because then he could become a
father.
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= Jesus blood does not cover every sin, some must have human blood shed.
= God created all spirits through a divine mother/wife.
= Both Martha and Mary were married to Jesus and had children.

= God was created in another world and was once a man who earned his place as God and that mankind can
do the same.

= Beagood Mormon and you could one day be a god.

= That they are the restored priesthood after Aaron.

= Women are inferior to men.

=  Birth control is wrong.

= Jesus and Lucifer were brothers therefore both are God’s children.

= |n having high moral standards and hold the value of the family (we believe the same)
o What Christians believe in contrast —

= That we are saved by grace — through God taking on the form of a man (Jesus), being miraculously born to a
virgin (therefore sinless), and with His death on the Cross, paved the way for us to have eternal life. So that if
we acknowledge Jesus Christ as Lord, His blood that was shed on the Cross cleans our sins away and restores
our relationship with God. 1 Timothy 3:16 says that good works and high morals do not save us.

= Ephesians 2:8-10 (Contemporary English Version) — You are saved by faith in God, who treats us much

better than we deserve. This is God’' s give tp you, and not

something you have earned, so there is nothing you can brag about. God planned for us to do good things
and to |live as he has always wanted us to |ipye.

= That God is Eternal, without beginning or end. Revelation 1:8, 21:6 say that He is the Alpha and Omega, the
beginning and the end. The first and the last, One without beginning or ending. Eternal.

= Jesus is the only Begotten Son of God — John 3:16. Lucifer was an angel who fell and now exists to wreak
havoc on mankind. One who is the embodiment of evil, totally opposed to the purposes of God; not a son.

= That there is only one Gospel — not given through sinful man, but demonstrated and declared by God

through Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:8-11)“ But even i f we or an angel filrom Heaven

beside what we preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, and now | say again, if anyone
preaches a gospel to you beside what you have received, let him be accursed. For now do | persuade men, or

God? Or do | seek to please men? For if | yet pleased men, | would not be a servant of Christ. And, brothers, |
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= That we are a new type of priesthood called to worship God (1 Peter2:5)“ Come as | i vi
yourselves be used in building the spiritual temple, where you will serve as holy priests to offer spiritual and

ng stones, and | et

acceptable sacrifices to God through Jesus Christ."”

" 1Peter2:9“ But Yy ou ar e omaroyti rissthand, aheymaionaapeople for possession, so

that you might speak of the praises of Him who has called you out

Further Questions...

Q What is missing in this religion (Mormonism), that God offers us as Christians? (relationship)
Q How could this study help to strengthen your faith?

Personal Application:

Share the basic gospel message with a partner focussing on grace not works... and... How could you share your faith in Jesus
Christ with a Mormon friend without arguing or sounding arrogant, and ye

Leader please re-enforce that it is NOT OK,
to visit a Mormon church. Even for the sake
of friendship. Get this to discuss issues of
this nature with their parents.




