What other Religions Believe
UNDERSTANDING JEHOVAH'’S WITNESSES

Ice Breaker

Game/activity

*Caution this study should not be done in order to persuade a JW visitor in your LG to believe in Jesus.

Some Questions...

Q How many of you have friends that are Jehovah’s Witnesses?
Q How much do you know about their church?
Q How would Jesus act around people of other religions? Would He be friends with them?

Lets look at what they believe so we can understand where they’re coming from and how we can share the Gospel message
with them. Discuss with each other how we may share some similarities and what the many differences are.

o Founder —Charles Taze Russell; in 1884, he began the “Watchtower Magazine”

o Bible equivalent — the say that the Bible is their authority but in fact they go by what their Watchtower magazine
says about the Bible. The Bible is said to be for corporate assembly alone and not for individual use and those that
have read the Bible have become apostates of the faith and slipped instead to doctrines of 100 years ago, namely
Christianity. *Note: The Christian Bible that we use has not had to change or alter its truth for thousands of years
because it is the unchanging Word of God.

o What Jehovah'’s Witnesses Believe —
= That Hell does not exist, that there is no Trinity (Father, Son & Holy Spirit) and that Jesus was only human.

»  That Jesus was returning (2™ Coming) in 1914. When that failed to happen, Charles Russell taught that Jesus
had actually returned in 1874 but was not seen in this realm.

= The end of the world was also expected to happen in 1918, 1920, 1925, 1941 and finally 1975.

= That only 144,000 elite witnesses will rule with Jesus in heaven and the rest will rule on earth, which
explains their undying devotion to door knock in order to be called one of the elite.

= Jehovah is the only name for God.

= That Jesus is the son of God, not God. And only His spirit went to heaven, not His Body, after the Cross.
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=  That the Holy Spirit is not part of the Godhead, but an active force on earth.

= That Hell is contrary to God’s love and therefore there is no eternal punishment. Rather, a person could miss
the resurrection as punishment.

= That birthdays and Christmas are pagan festivals and therefore not to be celebrated.
o What Christians believe in contrast —

= That Hell is real — the Bible talks about it, explaining that it is a real place prepared for the devil and his
followers. (Proverbs 15:24; Matthew 10:28; Revelation 1:18; Matthew 25:41)

= That God is a Trinity — that God exists in three persons; the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Three
distinct persons but one essence. All perfectly equal but with differing roles. That each person of the Trinity
is God but not apart from the others. (Matthew 3:16-17; 2 Corinthians 13:14; Ephesians 4:4-6)

* No one knows when Jesus is returning — we can know the seasons but not exact times.
Matthew 24:36-44 says,
“But of that day and hour, no one knows, na Noghwerd
so shall the coming of the Son of Man. For as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered into the ark. And they did not know until the flood came and took them
all away. So also will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the
other left. Two shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left. Therefore watch, for you do not
know what hour your Lord comes. But know this, that if the steward of the house had known in what watch the thief
would come, he would have watched and would not have allowed his house to be dug through. Therefore you also be
ready, for in that hour you think not, the Son o f Man comes. "’

= That there will be more that 144,000 people in heaven — Revelation 7:14 shows clearly that these people

will be Jewish, but that Jesus said in John 14:3,
“And if | go and prepare a pl ace f oeorthatwieens ,am,lyou may Hel
al seph’2:4-6,“ But God, who is rich in mercy, for His

sins) has made us alive together with Christ (by grace you are saved), and has raised us up together and made us sit
together in the heavenlies in Christ Jesus.

Further Questions...

Q How could you share your faith with a Jehovah’s Witness without arguing or sounding arrogant, and yet not shying
away from the truth in Jesus Christ that sets people free?
Q How does it strengthen your faith?

Personal Application:

Have two of your LG go outside and knock on the door of the house you're in and try sell the rest of your LG one of their
watch other magazines, then pick two members to share about Jesus in a loving way.
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Leader please re-enforce that it is NOT OK,
to visit a Mormon church. Even for the sake
of friendship. Get this to discuss issues of
this nature with their parents.




